April 9, 1990 LB 187, 1013

expand. For exanple, in the university budget. | don't nmean to
be picking on the university, but theyre as good as anybody
el se, | guess. Back in '85-86 the appr opri ations reques[ for

the uni ver si ty was $455, 109, 540. Anybody want to guess what it
is this year? The appropriationsrequest’is $678, 249, 677.

when we talk about what we can afford and not afford, think
about that for a while. Wiatdo we have in that particul ar
budget, just |ike so nmany others, that sinply is there because
that bureaucracy went to the Appropriations comrittee and
continued to expand whatever they want. Andwith a few days and

what little time any of ue have with ourother |egislative
responsibilities, we don't have the time to understand what 4
of that means. It isn"t dishonorable. There's nothing wrong

with it, as far as the process is concerned, it's |egal.
what you do by having a process like that is cut out meani ngful

legislation like 187 and like 1013. vyou' re left to be gr at ef ul
for what you got and keep your mouth shut and sit down Kind of a
t hi ng. I don't know about you but | think that's not too good.
To be conpletely frank, we all ought to know a hell of a ot
more about what we spend and how we spend it. And, to tell you
the truth, | understand we can stand up on the f|por and sav,
well, there isn't any noney left. | don't know, |' ve got tne
Treasurer's report here and says we've got gne billion nine
hundred and sonme million dollars in the bank. |{'g interestirg
that about a billion dollars of that is never spent. |t's there

year in and year out. It's not a reserve, it's cash. pgutisn't
that great to have that kind of cash around? You 've got
$1,313,000,000 General Fund pudget and ou' ve got a billion
dol'lars in the bank every day. | don't think we ought to spend
it, understand that. But you ought to understand, what's the
di fference between a 3 percent reserve and cash you never spend?
Woul dn't you love to have that kind of noney in the bank back
home when you try to think about what kind of house payment
you' re going to make or anything else? | think we need a total
and conplete review of how the systemworks and we shoul d
probably consider last, |ast, not first, we should consider |ast

he main-1ine appropriations bill, because, see if we consider
it last, we can tal k about some of the priorities that exist out
here on the floor, like LB 1013 and |ike 187 and sone ot hers and
then maybe adjust, just maybe adjust a main-line appropriations
bill to make room for what we think i ortant wi

really hurting any of the bureaucrangs blef we'm?e gi ven Wi'trpemfto

understand the difference. naybe the system exists because nost
of us are lazy and don't want to take the time to understand
what it's all about. | can understand that. |t's easy to sit
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